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MONEY MATTERS

By Darrall Gray

Five MORE Ways to Save Money
on Your Computers and Phones

Barrgk Grmy

[ you've acied on e live money-savings

suggestions it our last column, yon'me

already richer by over SHE per month,

Below are even more wWays wou car keep
v money securely in vour pocket rather than
belting L Hne someomne ekees,

1y Bensd even the biggest files
eleciromically-—Tharks to our
| eollective lire of piciures and

| graphics, iCs pow very easy (o creale
[iles that are too big to go deough
the Internet “pipes.” Rather than
resorting o FedBEx or buming disks
and messengering them, check oul
large lile sending services. We love
YouSendil.com, which lets wou
securely upload a file of up o TRIME
and send i o muluple people, for

Feee, AN the reciplents have o do bs
chiick omn an e-mail link and divenioad

the document
Hongh cost savings: 18 or more per dociment

27 Switch do an onlite payroll service—
Cormvventiomnal payrall services are expensive.
Chitineg checks, maling tax deposiss, and Bling
L forms yoursell is a pightmare that can easily
emd i a meeding with the [RS. That's why we
Tike ondine payroll services from companies fike
Bank of America. All von have 1o do is inpat the
griss pay for each emploves. For ronghly

520K meondh they do all the beavy Hiting,
including ereating paychecks, caleulating
wilthholding, making direct deposits, and filing
all state and federal wax forms,

Hough cost savings: S50+ per

trgrntly for & senall company

31 Buy a refurbished PU——Are v at the paing
where your PC ks so obd and slow thal vow have
o replace it even though voe don't wani 10
spend e motey? “Refurbs” are a greal

sofution, Most of these compuiers are brand
new refurns,. Someone ordered a personalized
compuier, gol it, decided they wanted
sornething different, and vetmmed i with only a
lew keysirokes on the odoneter. Others are
wery lightly nsed. Either way ey corne with a
warranty arsd a msch smaller price tag, You can
find them on Dell, HE and odher PC

manufaciurors’ websiles,
Rough cost savings: S200-549000 per compmter

1} Use gpen souree applications-—For virtualiy
every “ran’l Bve withanal it” piece of solbware,
there’s an open source eguivalent that’s mailable
free, Cpen source programs are ag east P as
snad as their “Winar, 1 et helieve it onsis that
tich” cornmercial equivalents, There are apern
gonree apps for CRM (SagwrCRM is a good one),
lor all office applications (Cpen ClEee), Tor
Finamcial management {TurboCashy or Compiere
and lor ndustry-specific needs (Openl e lor
dental (ilices)

Rough cost savings: Hundreds, depending on
wIr sifuaslion

) Dunp vour fax machine—Now vou can save
roreey arwd Tree up olfice space by getting rid of
your fax waschine. There sre s of great onfine
altematives like MyFax and BingCentral, For
thee very cost consclous, some compankes ofler
linited free services, B vou are willing 1o pay a
lifthe more o avold sparm, there are nonthiy
options starting af 5 9090,

Bough cost savings: 520 per month

Oarell Gray ks the Presidert of Mensvorkissce an 1T firm thas
apecializas n providing technolegy dolutions ard Sardces o
groweng Busieciss, He Bag pwer 3) yesrs sipanencs in
infareastion technology, hardweare, and scitware engmeering.
¥ou can repch Deerell for comanuter ard technolagy advice at
DarrellNetworkistics. com or B85-245-050)

e hanworkisiees. com



